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^alth. The effort has engaged several of the Institute's operating divisions, tcluding Mental Health and Behavioral Medicine, Science Policy, and [ealth Promotion and Disease Prevention. A number of the Institute's ablications have addressed some aspect of the role of the biobehavioral :iences in health:
•  Policy Issues in the Health Sciences, 1977
•   The Current Burden of Illness in the United States, 1977
•  Conference on Health Promotion and Disease Prevention, 1978
•  DHEW's Research Planning Principles: A Review, 1979
•  Mental Health Services in General Health Care, 1979
•  Healthy People: The Surgeon General's Report on Health Promotion and ]isease Prevention!Background Papers, 1979
•  Sleeping Pills, Insomnia, and Medical Practice, 1979
•  DHEW Health Research Planning, Phase II, 1980
•  Alcoholism, Alcohol Abuse, and Related Problems: Opportunities for Research, ?80
•  Research on Stress in Human Health, 1981
•   The Revson Conferences: Critical Issues in Medical Sciences and Health,
'he Health and Behavior Study
ealth and Behavior: A Research Agenda was an outgrowth of these interests, ne Assistant Secretary for Health of the Department of Health, Education, id Welfare asked the Institute of Medicine to collaborate with the Alcohol, rug Abuse, and Mental Health Administration and the National Institutes : Health to: (1) clarify behavioral aspects of selected major public health •oblems; (2) delineate the biobehavioral sciences' present contributions to id future prospects for improving the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention : serious and widespread illnesses; and (3) facilitate the strengthening of omedical and biobehavioral sciences in such areas. The two and one-half year project had two parts, both conducted by an terdisciplinary steering committee. The first part of the study consisted : six invitational conferences. At each conference, a small group of sci-itists and health practitioners from a range of relevant disciplines was ked to focus on research issues in the biobehavioral sciences relating to specific major health problem. The topics and dates of those conferences ere:
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